
2017 BLACK ROCK CITY MOOP FEEDBACK



MOOP
TODAY WE’RE GONNA TALK ABOUT

A WORD IN BURNER CULTURE THAT STANDS FOR...



MATTER
OUT OF
PLACE



MOOP IS ANYTHING 
AND EVERYTHING 
THAT ISN’T NATIVE 
TO THE IMMEDIATE 

ENVIRONMENT.



OUR ENVIRONMENT 
IS “THE PLAYA” AKA THE 
BLACK ROCK DESERT 

WHICH MEANS 
SIMPLY THAT...



MOOP 
IS 

EVERYTHING.



LEAVE 
NOTHING.



TOP 10
MOOP

COUNTDOWN



10. FIREWORKS 
DEBRIS



9. CIGARETTE 
BUTTS 



8. GLASS DEBRIS



CARPET • ARTIFICIAL GRASS • FABRIC 

7. CARPET



7. ARTIFICIAL 
GRASS

CARPET • ARTIFICIAL GRASS • FABRIC 



6. CARDBOARD/ 
PAPER



5. HAZARDOUS 
SPILLS



5. HAZARDOUS 
SPILLS

4. TENT STAKES



3. METAL DEBRIS

SCREWS • FASTENERS• NUTS• BOLTS



ZIP-TIES • PLASTIC BAGS • PACKAGING 

2. PLASTIC DEBRIS



1.WOOD DEBRIS

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS • FIREWOOD



WOOD CHIPS



SAWDUST



WHY?



CONSTRUCTION



SAWING
LUMBER



BURNING



FIREWOOD



WOOD
IS 

MOOP.









WOOD 
IS MOOP.

PICK IT UP.



USE A TARP 
FOR FIREWOOD 
STORAGE AND 

CUTTING AREAS



CLEAN THE TARP 
EARLY AND OFTEN

EVERY DAY
BEFORE DUST 

BURIES YOUR MOOP



BECAUSE...



DUST STORMS
ARE COMING

TO BURY 
YOUR MOOP



THIS IS RESTO’S 
MOOP PUB CRAWL

THEY EITHER DON’T KNOW OR DON’T CARE THAT DUST STORMS ARE COMING



THIS IS 
9 MINUTES LATER

STILL CLEANING UP MOOP THOUGH:)



KEEP YOUR CAMP 
CLEAN AS YOU GO

BECAUSE... 



DUST STORMS ARE 
COMING TO BURY 

YOUR MOOP!



DUNES 
BURY MOOP



MOVING ON



MOOP MAPMOOP
MAP



MOOP MAP



THE MOOP MAP 
TRACKS THE SPEED 
OF OUR CLEANUP.



MOOP MAP DATA
IS RECORDED

WITH GPS, 
CAMERAS, IPADS 



GPS WAYPOINTS,
PHOTOS,

AND NOTES, 
ARE USED TO MARK 

THE MOOP MAP



MOOP DATA IS 
CORELATED IN 

GOOGLE EARTH



MOOP MAP IS 
USED DAILY TO 

INFORM OUR 
PRIORITIES 

AND STRATEGY



THE BLM SITE
INSPECTION



BURNING MAN 
CLEANUP OPERATIONS ARE 

CONCLUDED WITH THE 
BLM SITE INSPECTION 

1 MONTH AFTER THE BURN. 





THE BLM SITE INSPECTION 
IS COMPRISED OF

60 RANDOM GENERATED 
GPS TEST POINTS

DIVIDED INTO 4 TEST AREAS.



THE ALLOWABLE 
MOOP STANDARD IS 

1 square foot per acre
(1ft2/ac.)



Black Rock City is
3,603

Square Acres





156 Million
Square Feet



SIMPLIFYING FOR THE 
INSPECTION, EACH 

TEST POINT IS
1/10th OF AN ACRE IN SIZE.



THE ALLOWABLE MOOP
IN A 1/10th OF AN ACRE 

AREA IS 3.8”sq.



THE MOOP RESULTS ARE 
EXTRAPOLATED TO 

DETERMINE THE AMOUNT 
RELATIVE TO THE
1ft2/ac. STANDARD.



3.8”sq

MOOP < 3.8”sq = PASS

MOOP > 3.8”sq = FAIL

TEST POINT PASSES 
IF MOOP AREA IS 

SMALLER THAN 3.8”sq



VOTED BEST CAMP
LOCATION: 2:00 & L

MOOP < 3.8”sq = PASS



SOME ART PROJECT
LOCATION: OPEN PLAYA 

MOOP > 3.8”sq = FAIL



SO, HOW 
DID BRC DO 

IN 2016?



OVERALL,
BLACK ROCK 
CITY PASSED.



HOWEVER



MOOP 
IS ON 

THE RISE.



MOOP IS ON THE RISE



STOP 
MOOP
NOW.



HERE’S HOW 
WE DO IT.



MAKE 
LEAVE NO 

TRACE #1



SHOW SOME
TEAM SPIRIT 

AND BE VIGILANT 
AGAINST MOOP.

Photo by Vertumnus



BUDGET 
FOR TOOLS

Photo by Shalaco



SUCH AS...



LANDSCAPE RAKES



TRASH CANS



SHOVELS 
AND BROOMS



MAGNET 
SWEEPER



MOOP STICKS
( aka PICK-UP TOOL OR GRABBER TOOL)



MOOP
BUCKETS



VISE GRIPS
( TO PULL OUR REBAR AND TENT STAKES)



MOOP SWEEP 
YOUR CAMP 

BEFORE, DURING, 
AND AFTER 
THE EVENT



THE MORE
THE MERRIER



RAKE THE 
HELL OUT OF 
YOUR CAMP.

GET AGGRESSIVE.



Kostume Kult
Esplanade & 8:00 + Annex

78% GREEN
10% YELLOW
12% RED 



COMMON LEAVE NO TRACE FAIL FACTORS
1. Failure to Plan/Budget

2. Not Enough People on Cleanup Crew

3. Lack of Cleanup Tools 

4. Not Enough Time and Effort 

5.) Fatigue

6.) Poor Visibility (Cleanup at night-time, bad weather, etc. ) 





Kostume Kult
Types of Moop Noted:

● KOSTUME KULT ANNEX: Metal burn barrel

65-2 160908 16:04:22

● Wood chips everywhere

65-2 160923 12:26:24

● Glass. Toad photo "glass to the left of me, plastic to the right, here i 

am.......stuck in the middle of MOOP"

65-1 160923 12:29:02

● Rebar

65 1 160923 12:26:46

NOTE:
Numbers correspond to 
GPS record and timestamp. 
See photos below.



PLAYA RESTORATION:
Kostume Kult was difficult to cleanup after in 2016. 

Total square footage (not including Annex): 80,000

Total non-green square footage: 17,600 square feet
Kostume Kult had the 35th worst MOOP out of all placed camps 
when ranked by total number of non-green square feet. 



RECOMMENDATIONS:
Wood debris is the #1 Moop most common moop. It's what we build with. It's what we 

burn with. 

Use a tarp to designate all firewood storage areas and woodworking zones. 

Sweep up wood areas in the morning, afternoon, evening, and night because dust 
stormy weather is coming to bury your wood moop and will make cleanup much 
harder later. Keeping wood areas clean makes things easy.

When dust storms bury your moop, use a landscape rakes to bring moop up to the 
surface.

Line up your Leave No Trace team for Moop Sweeps and cleanup anything you missed.



Drop GPS Moop Map Screen Grabs Here



Drop GPS Moop Map Screen Grabs Here



Drop GPS Moop Map Screen Grabs Here



Drop GPS Moop Map Screen Grabs Here



Drop GPS Moop Map Screen Grabs Here



Drop GPS Moop Map Screen Grabs Here



JOIN RESTORATION@BURNINGMAN.ORG
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